
        
 
 
 
E#ective: Immediately  
 
 
Policy Statement: Transport of Dialysis Patients  
 
Patients presenting in stable condition with history of hemodialysis or peritoneal dialysis 
are only to be transported to dialysis capable facilities. This applies even if the chief 
complaint of the patient is not directly related to dialysis.  
 
Community hospitals without dialysis do not have the capacity to care for these patients. 
Delays in secondary transfers and other logistical decisions due to these limitations have 
led to poor outcomes.  
 
If a patient/family/proxy is refusing transport to a dialysis capable facility, then medical 
control should be contacted to discuss directly with that patient/family/proxy.  
 
If the patient/family/proxy continues to refuse transport to an appropriate facility after 
discussing with medical control, a written signature refusal should be obtained in the 
medical record.  
 
If a dialysis patient has critical instability that requires immediate stabilization at the 
closest facility, then proceed as per the collaborative protocols for that critical emergency 
with appropriate medical control notification of the emergently needed intervention. 
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