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2021 Trauma Triage Guidelines

The Midstate REMAC has approved the following recommendations regarding the
2021 Trauma Triage Guidelines. This comes as a recommendation from the Central
New York Regional Trauma Advisory Committee. This document is intended to
guidance to EMS providers when making transport decisions regarding trauma

patients.

Mational Guideline for the Field Triage of Injured Patients
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Adult Trauma Patients (AGE > 15 YEARS)
Yellow Criteria:

e Should be transported to the nearest trauma center within, minimally, a 35-mile radius of the incident
e Use of air medical services should be considered for:
o Distances greater than a 35-mile radius, OR
o Transportation difficulties within a 35-mile radius (ground ambulance availability, remote locations,
unsafe road conditions, etc.), OR
o Need for a higher-level-of-care
e Consider nearest appropriate hospital if the distance to the trauma center is greater than 35 miles

Red Criteria:

e Should be transported to the highest level of trauma center within, minimally, a 35-mile radius
e Use of air medical services should be considered for:
o Distances greater than a 35-mile radius, OR
o Transportation difficulties within a 35-mile radius (ground ambulance availability, remote locations,
unsafe road conditions, etc.), OR
o Need for a higher-level of care
e Patients in cardiac arrest or who have an unstable airway are appropriate to go to the nearest hospital
e Medical Control should be contacted to discuss patient destination in other cases for which the EMS provider is
concerned regarding a possible need for the nearest hospital
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Pediatric Trauma Patients (AGE < 14 YEARS)

Yellow Criteria:

e Should be transported to the nearest pediatric trauma center within, minimally, a 60-mile radius of the incident
e Use of air medical services should be considered for:
o Distances greater than a 60-mile radius, OR

o Transportation difficulties within a 60-mile radius (ground ambulance availability, remote locations,
unsafe road conditions, etc.), OR

o Need for a higher-level-of-care

e Consider nearest trauma adult trauma center if the distance to the pediatric trauma center is greater than 60
miles

o Consider nearest hospital with pediatric capabilities if the distance to the nearest adult trauma center is greater than
35 miles

Red Criteria:

Should be transported to the highest level of trauma center within, minimally, a 60-mile radius
Use of air medical services should be considered for:
o Distances greater than a 60-mile radius, OR

o Transportation difficulties within a 60-mile radius (ground ambulance availability, remote locations,
unsafe road conditions, etc.), OR

o Need for a higher-level of care
e Consider nearest adult trauma center if the distance to the pediatric trauma center is greater than 60 miles

o Consider nearest hospital with pediatric capabilities if the distance to the nearest adult trauma center is
greater than 35 miles

e Patients in cardiac arrest or who have an unstable airway are appropriate to go to the nearest hospital

e Medical Control should be contacted to discuss patient destination in other cases for which the EMS provider is
concerned regarding a possible need for the nearest hospital
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